
Introduction

As we read the Book of Acts, we see patterns in how, where and when the early church worship the

Lord. The early church primarily met at homes for prayer and edification. However, they also met

in the temple. The size of the congregation was limited to how many would fit in the homes (45 to

60 people). Due to this closely knit gathering, the social systems of patron/client and honor/shame

were reconstituted in the church.

The church service in the Book of Acts constituted of

1. Teaching

Acts 2:42 - And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine (teaching) and

fellowship …

Acts 11:26 - And when he (Barnabas) had found him (Saul/Paul), he brought him to Antioch.

So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many

people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

2. The Lord’s Supper

Acts 2:42 - And they continued steadfastly … in the breaking of bread…

Acts 2:46 - So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from

house to house …

Acts 20:7 - Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break

bread…

3. Singing

Acts 16:25 - But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God …

Matthew 26:30 - And when they had, they went out to the Mount of Olives. (the apostles

and the church must have continued the pattern of signing evidently approved by Jesus, their

Teacher; in His most distressing time, His final hours...)

4. Financial Sharing

Acts 2:44-45 - Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold

their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.



Acts 11:29-30 - Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to

the brethren dwelling in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of

Barnabas and Saul.

5. Prayer

Acts 1:14 - These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women

and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.

Acts 1:24 - And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show

which of these two You have chosen …

Acts 4:31 - And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was

shaken …

Acts 8:15 - who, when they had come down, prayed for them…

Acts 12:5 - Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for

him by the church.

6. Fasting

Acts 13:2-3 - As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate

to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, having fasted

and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.

Acts 14:23 - So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting,

they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

Much of the church service was borrowed from the synagogue. The church seems to have continued

their past traditions from their worship in the synagogues. However, they evidently adjusted it under

the guidance of the Holy Spirit to meet the needs of the born-again Jews. For example, they had

communion together.

As we study the patterns of worship in Acts, let us be careful about 2 things:



1. Some phenomena in Acts are not ordained by God as a process for salvation - e.g. appearing

of the tongues of fire or the sound of the mighty rushing wind.

2. Acts is a documentation of the period where God’s people were transitioning from being

people of Israel to being people of new Israel where there was neither Jew nor Gentile.

Before we look at how God is worshipped in the Book of Acts, let us study why God is to be

worshipped, according to the Book of Acts.

Why God is to be worshipped?

In the Book of Acts, God was worshipped for the very same reasons for which He was worshipped

in the Old Testament. There is only one God. He is the creator of everything and everyone. He is

the judge. He is the provider for all. He also is our redeemer.

Acts 14:15-17 - “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men with the same nature as

you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made

the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them, who in bygone generations allowed

all nations to walk in their own ways. Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in

that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and

gladness.”

Acts 17:24-31 - God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and

earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshipped with men’s hands, as

though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He has made from

one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their

preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the

hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in

Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are

also His offspring.’ Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the

Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly,

these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,

because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man

whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

From the above exhortations of apostle Paul we see



1. God made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all things.

2. He is the one who sends rain from heaven and gives us fruitful seasons.

3. He is the one who fills our hearts with food and gladness.

4. He is the Lord of heaven and earth.

5. He does not need anything.

6. He is the one who gives life and all provision to everyone.

7. He has made every nation of men.

8. He caused men to spread and dwell in all the earth.

9. He divided people and made nations so that men would seek Him and find Him.

10. In Him we live and move and have our being.

11. We are all children of God.

12. He is the judge of all mankind; He has set a day when he’ll judge everyone righteously

through Jesus.

13. He has raised Jesus from the dead. He is the God who raises dead people to life again.

Considering how big the creation is, we can easily conclude that the God who made it all and runs it

in righteousness and patience deserves our reverence and worship (if anyone loves him).

How God is to be worshipped?

1. Church worship is to be simple and spiritual

Acts 2:46 - So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from

house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart

Acts 3:1 - Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the

ninth hour

Acts 3:11 - Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people

ran together to them in the (temple) porch which is called Solomon’s, greatly amazed.

Acts 5:42 - And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and

preaching Jesus as the Christ.



Acts 9:17 - And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him

he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has

sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 9:20 - Immediately he preached the Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.

Acts 12:12 - So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of

John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.

Acts 13:5 - And when they arrived in Salamis, they preached the word of God in the

synagogues of the Jews.

Acts 14:1 - Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the

Jews, and so spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed.

Acts 16:13 - And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer

was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.

Acts 18:4 - Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the synagogue of the

Jews, and so spoke that a great multitude both of the Jews and of the Greeks believed.

Acts 21:5 - When we had come to the end of those days, we departed and went on our way;

and they all accompanied us, with wives and children, till we were out of the city. And we

knelt down on the shore and prayed.

All these scriptures and many more tell us that God could be worshipped anywhere, and there was

no restriction where he could be worshipped. The disciples continued to go to the temple of God at

Jerusalem. They continued to gather in the Jewish temple. There was no restriction on going to the

synagogues and attending and participating in the worship service there. They gathered in their

homes to worship God and pray. God also answered their prayer in all the places where they

gathered and prayed, whether it was the temple or the synagogue or a home. Cornelius and the jailer

received their salvation in their respective homes. They even prayed on the river bank and the sea

shore. God has established that He can be worshipped anywhere and everywhere. Jesus Himself

went to isolated places in the early morning hours to fellowship with His Father in prayer.



The early church modelled its worship after the Jewish pattern of synagogue worship. This is

because the synagogue service was a simplification of the temple worship; it was the temple

worship without the sacrifice. Since Jesus was the lamb of God, He was the Passover, He is our

High Priest and He is the temple, the early church would have found the pattern of synagogue

worship compatible with their conviction about Christ. Early Christians understood that Christ

fulfilled the sacrificial system. Therefore Christian worship could be like the synagogue worship, i.e.

without animal and other sacrifices. The preaching of the word was given a central place in

Christian worship. The new sacrifice in the Christian worship was and is the sacrifice of praise.

A Christian synagogue service would have had these elements:

a. Scripture Reading (Law and Prophets, Apostles teachings)

b. A sermon based on the reading of the scripture

c. Singing of Psalms

d. Reciting of Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) and the Ten Commandments

e. Prayers of petitions and intercessions

f. Observing Lord’s Supper

The early church worship did not have rituals and ceremonies.

2. The Worship of the church had essential and Biblical elements.

Acts 2:42 - And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the

breaking of bread, and in prayers.

There are 4 elements of worship listed in the above verse. These are:

a. Ministry of the Word

The early Christians had a commitment to the apostles teachings. Just as the

synagogues read Moses every sabbath, Christian assemblies would also be reading

the apostles teachings and preaching Jesus Christ as fulfilment of the Messianic

prophecies of the Old Testament. From apostle Paul’s ministry it seems that the

ministry of the word was a top priority. In every city where Apostle Paul went, he

would look for a synagogue to go to on the sabbath to reveal from the Scriptures to



the Jews that Jesus was their much awaited Messiah. Therefore, reading and

exposition of the Scriptures must have played a central role in the early Christian

assemblies.

b. Ministry of the Table

Surely, in the culture of those days, Christian fellowship would have ended with a

hearty meal. However, when they broke bread together, they surely would have

remembered this commandment of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Luke 22:18-20 - And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them,

saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in

My blood, which is shed for you.

Wherever it is written that they broke bread, it implies that they observed the Lord’s

Supper, a meal to remember the final Passover sacrifice of the sinless Lamb of God.

c. Ministry of Prayer

Both the formal corporate prayers and the informal personal and family prayers

would have taken place in the early church. The disciples of Jesus were gathered in

the upper room to pray. After his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, Paul

was praying in his room when God told Ananias to go and pray for his eyesight to be

restored.

It is very likely that the early church would have taken prevailing Jewish prayers and

incorporated them into their own prayer service, e.g: the Amidah (18 benedictions).

d. Fellowship

Alms-giving was an element of worship in the church of the Book of Acts. The word

fellowship includes sharing and caring. The early church was denoted to one-another.

There are several scriptures that the early church had everything in common. This

likely was from their belief that Jesus Christ was coming back in their lifetime.



Another reason for their sharing their possessions with one another would have

arisen from the persecution they all faced from the rulers of the time. By coming

together for fellowship, Christians even today get strengthened in their faith by

hearing the Word spoken to them and by the faith of others.

Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

When was God worshipped in the Book of Acts?

Daily

Acts 2:46-47 - So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to

house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with

all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

Acts 5:42 - And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching

Jesus as the Christ.

Acts 16:5 - So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.

If we read the above scriptures, we find that God was worshipped by the believers on a daily basis.

Daily prayer was one of the most important features of the worship of the earliest Christians. This is

what it means “to pray night and day” mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 3:10 and 1 Timothy 5:5. This

is what it means to pray always without ceasing as mentioned in Romans 1:9.

Romans 1:9 - For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that

without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers...

In the Old Testament, “continual sacrifice” was a morning sacrifice followed by an evening

sacrifice each day. It was morning and evening praise and thanksgiving. The Jews were habitual of

meeting and worshipping their God daily. When they were in the exile which was brought on them

by the Babylonians due to their continual sin, their daily services of prayers would have increased in

importance as they could no more offer sacrifices at the temple. They were disallowed from



offering sacrifices anywhere else. Therefore, for the Christians in the Book of Acts, praying without

ceasing would have naturally meant to pray in the morning and in the evening.

The early Church worshipped on the Lord’s day

Acts 17:11, 17:17 and 19:9, all indicate that Christ was preached and sought by all daily and not just

on any particular day. People assembled in the name of Christ or to hear about Christ daily.

On the Lord’s day

Acts 20:7 - Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul,

ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.

Evidently from the above scripture, we can see that the disciples came together on the first day of

the week to break bread together and to be taught and spoken to. Jewish day started in the evening;

which is why Paul continued his message until midnight. Regardless of whether their day started in

the evening, very clearly we see that they gathered on the first day of the week to have a

communion service.

Where God is to be worshipped?

Anywhere

Acts 17:24-27 - God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and

earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshipped with men’s hands, as

though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He has made from

one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their

preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the

hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in

Him we live and move and exist.

Since God does not dwell in any specific address, and since He is everywhere, we cannot give God

a specific location. Christians of the Book of Acts and even today do not have a central shrine for

the Christian community. We do not have any sacred places. God can be corporately worshipped in

any auditorium or an open space or in anyone’s home. Personally, God can be worshipped

anywhere in our house or while walking and even at our workplace.



In a Simple Place

Acts 17:29 - Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine

Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.

There is nothing wrong with gold or silver or stone. The first temple of God at Jerusalem was

covered with gold inside and out. God today is seeking those who worship Him in spirit and truth.

The earliest church mostly comprised people who had either directly witnessed or had heard first

hand accounts of Jesus being a living Person among them who was crucified and rose from the dead.

They were the ones who realised and came to know that Jesus was Israel’s Promised Messiah, the

Son of God and believed in Him.

Acts 2:40-42 - And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from

this perverse generation.” Then those who gladly received his word were baptised; and that day

about three thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’

doctrine and fellowship…

God is seeking those who genuinely and sincerely love Him, those who understand His

righteousness and rejoice in God’s goodness. Such was the early church. They worshipped God in

the simplicity of heart and mind.

Conclusion

The pattern of worship in the book of Acts evidently was taken from the worship carried out in the

Jewish synagogues. Lord Jesus was and is God in flesh. He only glorified God our Father, their God

of their forefathers, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; the Great I AM. They worshipped him

because He has made the heavens and the earth and everything in it. He is the one who gives life

and provision to everyone. He is the one who has raised Jesus from the dead. The early church

established worshipping God through simple ways. On the first evening of the week, they gathered

together for communion, which was done by having a whole meal together. They had prayer and

preaching of the word. They reminded themselves of the apostles’ doctrines. Every morning and

evening they gathered for prayer. They no more had any specific place for worship. They

worshipped in their homes, in their temple and even on the river shores.
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